


Liquid Fire/Flamethrowers



Stormtrooper Tactics

• Developed late in the war

• Specialized in infiltration tactics 
and acted in smaller units
• Led attacks and assaulted weak 

points

• Also known as “shock troops” or 
“assault troops” 

• Influenced how soldiers are 
trained today



Dirigibles

• Another name is 
airship

• Used in scouting 
and tactical 
bombing roles 
early in the war 
and learned that 
the airship was too 
vulnerable.



Zeppelins 

• German name for 
airship
• Named after 

company 

• Zeppelins were 
introduced by the 
Germans and used as 
bombers during 
WWI. 







The Submarine

• In 1914, the Germans 
introduced the submarine as 
an effective warship.

• German submarines are known 
as U-Boats (Undersea boat in 
German)

• The submarine’s primary 
weapon was the torpedo.



The Submarine (cont.)



The Submarine (cont.)



The Torpedo
• The torpedo was a self-propelled underwater missile.



Submarine Mines/Sea Mines

• Used during the war 
to defend coasts, 
coastal travel, ports 
and naval bases.

• The total number of 
mines used during 
the war was 
235,000 sea mines.



President Woodrow Wilson wanted to keep the U.S. 
out of the war

• European war
• British imperialism vs. German 

militarism
• Capitalism & markets

• British navy blockaded German ports
• Farmers and food shortages

• Trade with Allies rose from $825 
million in 1914 to $3.2 billion in 1916

• Made loans out to Allies to finance their 
own wars
• Over $2 billion by April 1917



Germany unable to challenge British Navy on 
surface, decided to use a new weapon, 
submarines or U-boats, to start a blockade of 
Britain

• Sink ships without warning
• Sinking of Lusitania in 1915

• U.S. protested and Germany agreed to 
stop in 1916

• Resumed in 1917



•Germany warned U.S. ahead of time
•Lusitania secretly carried weapons to ship to 
Great Britain
Is the U.S. being neutral?



German foreign minister sends to German 
ambassador in Mexico 

• Make an alliance with Mexico
• Offer financial support
• Help reconquer territories lost to U.S. 

previously

• U.S. relations with Mexico was very poor at this 
time

• Pancho Villa and border wars
• Germany wants to keep the U.S. busy so they can’t 
join the war in Europe if they do declare war





"We intend to begin on the first of February unrestricted submarine warfare. 
We shall endeavor in spite of this to keep the United States of America neutral. 
In the event of this not succeeding, we make Mexico a proposal of alliance on 
the following basis: make war together, make peace together, generous 
financial support and an understanding on our part that Mexico is to reconquer
the lost territory in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. The settlement in detail is 
left to you. You will inform the President of the above most secretly as soon as 
the outbreak of war with the United States of America is certain and add the 
suggestion that he should, on his own initiative, invite Japan to immediate 
adherence and at the same time mediate between Japan and ourselves. Please 
call the President's attention to the fact that the ruthless employment of our 
submarines now offers the prospect of compelling England in a few months to 
make peace." Signed, ZIMMERMANN



President Woodrow Wilson asks Congress to 
declare war on April 2, 1917 

• War declared on April 6, 1917
• Did not officially join the Allies: 

Associated Power
• Maintained a small army prior to war

• Drafted 2.8 million men
• Reinforced war-weary Allied soldiers

• “Dumb” tactics






