






French 
Reaction



U.S.
Reaction



British Reaction



German
Reaction

“A nation of seventy 
million can suffer, but 

it cannot die.” 
- Matthias Erzberger



“Stabbed in 
the Back”



What now?



Paris Peace Conference

Peace terms worked out by 1919 at Palace 
of Versailles 
• 32 countries represented

• Central Power countries not present

Big Four

• United States (Woodrow Wilson)

• Great Britain (David Lloyd George)

• France (Georges Clemenceau)

• Italy (Vittorio Orlando)





• Allies in green

• Central Powers in 
orange/yellow

• Neutral in gray



France
• Wants revenge and punish the Germans

• Make Germany pay for damages (reparations)

• Wants to weaken Germany so they won’t be 
invaded again

Great Britain 
• Make Germany pay for damages

• Wants justice, but not revenge

• Maintain British dominance of the seas 



United States

• Wants the world to be safe from chaos 

• End war with fair peace

• Disarmament

• International peacekeeping organization

• Self-determination

Italy
• Wants the territory promised to them by a 

secret treaty for betraying Triple Alliance 
and joining Allies
• Treaty of London (1915)

Fourteen Points



League of Nations Territorial Losses Military Restrictions War Guilt Clause

• International
peace 
organization

• Russia excluded 
(ongoing civil 
war) 

• Germany returns 
Alsace-Lorraine 
to France

• Germany
surrenders all 
colonies

• Limit set on size 
of German army

• Germany cannot 
import or make 
weapons

• Germany cannot 
build or buy 
submarines or 
have an air force

• Rhineland 
demilitarized 

• Germany take 
sole 
responsibility for 
war (Article 231) 

• Germany forced 
to pay $33 billion 
in reparations to 
Allies

Major Outcomes of the Treaty of Versailles (1919)



What are your thoughts about that headline? 
Why do you think it is the “Greatest Moment in 

History?” In what ways, based on what we 
have learned so far?



Troubled Treaties
Other treaties were signed separately

• New countries were created

• Austro-Hungarian Empire and Ottoman 
Empire dismantled

• Russia lost territory

• Austria, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, 
Yugoslavia, 
Turkey, Finland, 
Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland



Country Reaction to Treaty of 
Versailles

Germany Hated everything about the treaty
• War-guilt clause
• Reparations
• Demilitarization

Great Britain Neutral, “neither just nor wise”
• Gained some German colonies and German navy

destroyed
• Reparations will ruin the economy

France • Got Alsace-Lorraine back from Germany, Germany 
colonies, harsh reparations from Germany, and a 
small German army

• Did not believe the League of Nations would 
protect them



Country Reaction to Treaty of 
Versailles

Italy Okay with parts of it (reparations) and got new 
territories
• Upset they did not get all the promised 

territories
• Insult to their country (nationalism) 

United States Mixed feelings
• League of Nations created
• Treaty was far too harsh
• Many Americans do not want to get involved 

with Europe (isolationism)









“We shall have to fight another war 
again in 25 years time.”

• What does this quote tell you about George’s 
feelings toward the Treaty?

• Do you agree with him? If so, who do think will 
fight another war? 

• Do you think that if the treaty was different, a 
Second World War could have been avoided? If 
so, how? 

- David Lloyd George



1. According to Wilson, why did World War I started? 
2. Before World War I, was there international law? And was it 

effective? What was missing? 
3. What was Wilson’s war policy in WWI? 
4. What was some of Wilson’s plan for the world after World War I? 
5. According to the video, what were some reasons for Congress to be 

opposed to the League of Nations? 
6. How did the League of Nations start to fail?  

Copy the following questions down. Do not answer yet. Leave room to answer questions later: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r0ldr18Rnho



Lingering Legacies
• The United States did not join League of Nations

• U.S. adopts isolationist attitude

• British global dominance on a decline
• U.S. replaces Great Britain as world power

• Bitterness and hatred among Germans

• Other countries felt cheated

• Self-determination not fully realized


