


Journal Activity

Imagine you are the king/queen of your own 
country
• How would you rule your country? 
• What would you do to make it strong?
• What would you need to make your 

country strong? 



imperialism

Policy of taking over another country or 
territory through influence/force; 

empire-building

:idea, state or 
condition, policy, 

doctrine or system

“-ism”Relating to 
empire





Brainstorm

With a shoulder partner(s), come up with a list of as 
many reasons as you can think of why you want to take 
over other territories? 

Also, think about the Industrial Revolution and the 
readings from the book you had to do last week. 



• Capitalism (Industrial Revolution) 
• Natural resources

• Markets (to sell things)

• National pride (Nationalism) 
• Competition

• Territory

• Sense of superiority (racism, Social 
Darwinism)
• Civilize (westernize) 

• Religion  

Some reasons include: 



• Industrial Revolution

Superior Technology and Navy



United States
(Former British Colony)

(Independent in 1776 – 1783)

European Nations Russia (European Power) Canada (British Territory)

Latin America 
(Former European Colonies) 

(Largely Independent by 1830s)

Australia (British Colony, 
early 1800s)

African Continent

*LATER LESSONS*



When you think 
about the land in 
Africa, how would 
you describe it? 





Dr. David Livingstone

Dr. David Livingstone Movie Clip
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f9ivr8CfEoE

• Doctor, explorer, missionary, scientist, reformer

• Wanted to find source of Nile River and 
disappeared in the 1860s

• Reporter Henry Stanley hired to find him

• Found in 1871 in southeastern Africa

• 1879, Stanley returned, representing Belgium

• By 1880s, European nations started coming in







• Europeans went crazy for land because of 
resources

• Everybody wanted a piece of the action

• War could have happened

• 14 European countries met

• Peacefully divided Africa as long as they can show 
they can control the land they want

• NO AFRICAN COUNTRIES REPRESENTED

• No regard for ethnic or linguistic groups
• Created many issues that still exist today






