Name _____________________________________ Period ______ Due Date __________________

Create Your Own Political Party Assignment

Your project assignment is to create a political party with a defined political platform, and then launch an aggressive election campaign which will culminate in a class-wide election.
Part A: Creating the Political Party

Task #1: 

Each group will build a political party platform reflecting a distinct political ideology for a federal election. You and your group members must research and formulate policies on all of the following issues:

· National Defense (Expand? Cut back? Maintain?)

· International Relations/Foreign Policy (How involved should we be in the rest of the world's affairs?)

· Criminal Law (Laws and punishment: additions and changes)

· The Environment (Improve? At the expense of big business?)

· Marriage and Divorce (Rules for divorce? Same sex marriage?)

· Health Care (Funding? Universal?)

· Taxation (Increase taxes to support programs? Decrease to stimulate economy? Who should pay more? Less?)

· Gun laws (Stricter rules to buy guns?  More relaxed rules?)

· Immigration (Legal? Illegal? Refugees?)
· Abortion (Pro-life? Pro-choice?)
· Capital punishment (aka the death penalty)

· Education Reform

Your party’s political platform must be typed, double spaced, information organized under headings, and have a minimum of 350 words.

Task #2: 

Be ready to provide an explanation of where your group fits on the political spectrum. Draw a political spectrum and show your party’s placement by labeling it on the spectrum.

Task #3: 

Choose a name and create a logo for your party reflecting your platform and policies on the different issues. Avoid offensive imagery. 
Task #4: 

Create a party leader to run for president. Provide a detailed explanation of why this person was chosen to lead the party. This writing piece should be at least 200 words in length. 

Part B: Mounting the Political Campaign

The teacher will signal the beginning of the official election campaign. As a result, each party will need to begin competing for voter support. In order to inform the public of each party’s platform and ideas, each party will design a number of strategies for gaining voter support. Each party must have the following tasks completed:

Task #5

A campaign poster: name of party, name of party leader or candidate running in a riding, party’s logo, and party's slogan.

Task #6

A radio or television commercial: outlines creatively in a 40 second commercial the party’s platform. It must be written out as well as presented.

Task #7

An election speech: to be delivered on election day. It should be persuasive and informative (maximum 5 minutes). The speech must also be submitted in written form and typed.

Task #8

A campaign flyer or brochure: It should include the name of party, name of party leader or candidate running in a riding, party’s logo, party's slogan, and a brief summary of the party's platform.

Each student is responsible for completing both a written product and an oral presentation for two of the above eight tasks, unless groups are uneven. Research for Task #1 should be done as a group and NOT by just one individual. The only combination that you can not choose is Tasks #3 and #5. Ideally, each group member chooses one Task from Part A and one Task from Part B.
Part C: Election

Registering 

Every student in the class must register with the teacher to vote the day before the election. If a student does not register, then he/she must bring their student ID and show it to the teacher on election day or they will not be able to vote.

Election Day 

Each political party will present their campaign products (give platform, spectrum, logo, leader, poster, radio commercial, speech, flyers).
The Polls Open

Those students who registered will have the opportunity to vote for the political party they feel will best represent their needs and the needs of the country. One rule that is different from reality (but will help with the competitive aspect of the activity) is that you may not vote for your own party.

The Polls Close 
The votes are counted and the winner is declared!
Political Party Marking Rubric*
	Name of the Political Party:


	Name of Group Member:


	
	1

Below Grade Level Expectations


	2

Approaching Grade Level Expectations
	3

Meets Grade Level Expectations
	4

Exceeds Grade Level Expectations

	Oral Presentation

(Communication)

Comments:


	Presenter communicates poorly using the following presentation skills: 

Eye contact, volume and variance of voice, organization of agenda, use of effective posture and hand gestures.


	Presenter communicates adequately using the following presentation skills: 

Eye contact, volume and variance of voice, organization of agenda, use of effective posture and hand gestures.
	Presenter communicates effectively using the following presentation skills: 

Eye contact, volume and variance of voice, organization of agenda, use of effective posture and hand gestures.
	Presenter communicates exceptionally using the following presentation skills: 

Eye contact, volume and variance of voice, organization of agenda, use of effective posture and hand gestures.

	Written Products

(Communication)

Comments:


	Weak use of written language and images.

Errors distract from the product and interfere with meaning in some parts.


	Satisfactory use of written language and images.

Errors distract from the product but do not interfere with meaning.
	Clear use of written language and images.

Errors do not take away from the impact of the project.
	Exceptional use of written language and images.

Few or no errors.



	Written Products

(Application)

Comments:


	Written products poorly apply the unit concepts.


	Written products adequately apply the unit concepts.
	Written products effectively apply the unit concepts.
	Written products expertly apply the unit concepts.


*Points are multiplied by 2 at the end of grading, bringing total point count for project to 24 points. 

